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of the State Legislature, the Hearst outfit, which on a national 
level helps hurl the blah-barrage indicated in the above cartoon, 
was actively lobbying against improvement of workers’ dis- 


ability insurance. 


But State Fed Secretary C. J. 


Haggerty and Counsellor 


Charles P. Scully did devoted work against the oligarchic super- 
lobby. Read the story about it under this cartoon caption. 


Fed as Union of All Unions at 
Legislature Does What.No One 
Union Working Alone Could Do 


By the Editor 
When the State Federation of Labor convention is held in 
San Diego beginning 10 days from now, the delegates will re- 
ceive a good report from Secretary-Treasurer C. J, Haggerty 
on the role played by State Federatio& representatives in the 
recent session of the Legislature. 


As an oldtime reporter who? 


has hung around legislative 
halls in both Sacramento and 
Washington quite a bit through the 
years, the present writer some- 
times feels that many labor people 
fail to realize how difficult a job 
Brother Haggerty and his aides 
face when the Legislature is in 
session. 

It’s a grinding job, with no one 
action of any one day doing the 
work. It’s day in and day out, 
night in and night out. 

Call it lobbying if you will, but 
if that’s what you want to call it, 
then it’s lobbying against a gigantic 
super-lobby of the oligarchic special 
interests. 

HEARST’S COLONEL BLIMP 

At the recent session, for exam- 
ple, William Randolph Hearst, that 
eminent oligarch, had a big Colonel 
Blimp of a lobby lounger who 
wasn't lounging at all, believe us! 

As our own Assemblyman Frank 
dunn told us the other night at the 
eerie Labor Council, every time 
anything came up which might 
seem to improve disability insur- 
ance provisions for the working 
man or woman, Generalissimo 
Hearst’s Colonel Blimp was right 
on the job. And it was the job of 
doing a job on the worker every 
time. 

Then the telephone trust has its 
man. All he has to do in some com- 
mittees of the Legislature is to say, 
“xcuse it, please, the line is busy,” 
and the majority of the committee 
doesn’t try that line any more, 
ASSOCIATED FARMERS 

The Associated Farmers, of 
course, are there, not only with 
lobbyists but with a-‘Senate in which 
the dice are loaded for them 
against the working people’s inter- 
ests through the outrageous system 


of having Senators represent acres | 


instead of people. 

Some people now try to pretend 
that this system of misrepresenta- 
tion in the State Senate is a ven- 
evable institution hallowed by time 
afd tradition. Yet the present 
writer, who can still walk up the 
stairs of the Labor Temple with- 
out aid and has enough hair left 
on his head to help support the 
barbers, vividly remembers writing 
bitter editorials against this scheme 
of misrepresentation when it was 
being put over by the big utility 
interests. 

LEGISLATURE KNOWS! 

And one thing the State Senators 
know when they see Brother Hag- 
gerty—that he has kept before the 
minds of labor people in California 
for years the whole setup of the 
State Legislature. For the State 
Fed has built up through the years, 
slowly, persistently, the knowledge 
in the Legislature that organized 
labor is on the job. 

Organized labor can’t always 
win all.the rounds, but it’s in the 
ring for every round, and members 
of the Legislature are human like 
the rest of us, and they know that 
tough persistent fighters can’t be 
ignored, 

During the recent session Brother 
Haggerty and Charles P. Scully of 
the State Fed legal staff combed 
rough the more than 5000 bills 


x 


that were introduced. That was a 
job in itself, if you just stop to 
think of it! 
YEARS OF EFFORT 
Tremendous as the task was that 
Haggerty and Scully faced, they 
knew, and the members of the Leg- 
islature knew, that it’s not the work 
of just one man, or two men, even 
when they're as capable as Hag- 
gerty and Scully, which wins the 
fight for labor, 


Haggerty and Scully know, and 
the members of the Legislature 
knew and know, that the work of 
the State Federation of Labor at 
Sacramento is based on slow vital 
years of growth of the labor move- 
ment in California. It’s based on 
the decade-by-decade development 
of the State Federation as the one, 
united voice of the AFL unions of 
California, 

STATE FED’S POWER 

Individual unions deserve credit 
for the role they play from time to 
time in bills they are especially in- 
terested in. But it’s the unified or- 
ganized power of the State Federa- 
tion which is the highly significant 
thing at Sacramento where labor's 
interests are concerned. 

For example, this year the pri- 
vate insurance companies, which 
had a taste of the State Fed’s power 
in the boycott of those private com- 
panies on disability insurance—this 
year the private insurance com- 
panies went along with the State 
Fed on getting some improvements 
in ennagine | insurance for the 
workers, 

This year, too, it was well known 
that Governor Warren had that 
Presidential bee buzzing around in 
his bonnet. So the Governor kept a 
wary eye on labor, namely on Hag- 
gerty and Scully, 

THE GOVERNOR KNEW! 

The Governor knew that if the 
Legislature permitted the Asso- 
ciated Farmer lobby to crowd it 
into tough anti-labor legislation, 
Haggerty would have some tough 
talking to do that would fail to 
rebound to the advantage of the 
Governor's candidacy for inherit- 
ing the White House headaches. 

So it was noticeable that the 
State Senate, no matter how much 
it’s gerrymandered for the Asso- 
ciated Farmers, didn’t pay too 
much heed to the Hot Cargo bill 
this year. The Warren people knew 
that organized labor, through the 
State Fed, had many votes, and 
could get plenty mad if that un- 
constitutional bill were again used 
to lash labor. 

UNION OF UNIONS! 

So, all in all, Secretary Haggerty 
will have a good report to make to 
the convention of the State Fed 
some 10 days from now. And the 
many unions which constitute the 
State Fed are going to feel proud 
of their representation at Sacra- 
mento, knowing that the State Fed 
gets major tasks accomplished 


.which no one union could do alone. 


In union there is strength is an 
old saw, but a good one. And in 
the union of all unions in the state 
which is the State Fed there is 
still more strength. 
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Labor Joins Democrats’ Rally 
| 


BIC Tables 
Resignation 
Of Reynolds 


Jack Reynolds, business repre- 
sentative of the Building Trades 
Council, handed in his resignation 
to the council Tuesday night. 

This action followed his convic- 
tion by a jury in Federal Court in 
San Francisco Saturday of con- 
spiracy to solicit a bribe from a 
Federal prisoner. 

Tuesday night when the resigna- 
tion was handed in, Al Clem, Oper- 
ating Engineers, former president 
of the council, moved that it be 
tabled until August 28. That will be 
the date of the first meeting of the 
council after August 23, the date 
Reynolds is scheduled to be sen- 
tenced by Judge Lemmon. 

Clem’s motion was seconded by 
Ernie Mountain, Hayward Painters. 
The motion to table was carried 
without a dissenting vote. 
STEAMFITTERS WIN 
TRAVEL TIME CASE 

A favorable decision on _ the 
meaning of the word “radius” has 
resulted in over a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars in retroactive travel pay 
for members of Steamfitters Local 
342. 

James Martin, financial secretary 
and business manager for the 
Steamfitters wrote to the BTC ad- 
vising it that the controversy be- 
tween Local 342 and the Bechtel 
Corporation and Midwest Pipe and 
Supply Company had been settled. 

The controversy had _ revolved 


ance and the arbitration of the word 
“radius.” 

Martin wrote that Sam Kagel, an 
impartial arbitrator, had rendered 
the following decision on August 2, 
1951: 

“From all evidence submitted in 
this case, it is the decision of the 
arbitrator that the word “radius” 
as it appears in... the agreement 
between the parties, means the 
‘most direct travel road route,’ and 
travel allowance and expense shall 
be determined accordingly.” 

The travel allowance will be ret- 
roactive to June 30, 1950. 

Martin closed his letter on a 
word of thanks to all local unions 
“for the fine support and coopera- 
tion given the Steamfitters during 
this dispute.” J 
STEAMFITTERS SCALE 

Delegates to the BTC unani- 
mously endorsed a new wage agree- 
ment submitted before the council 
by Steamfitters Local 342. 

BTC Secretary John Davy read 
out the new wage scale as incor- 
porated in the agreement between 
Local 342 and the Northern Cali- 
fornia and Central California Ne- 
gotiating Committee, representing 
the employers. 

The new schedule of wages are:: 

Journeymen........... $2.75 an hour 

Foreman...$3 minimum an hour 

General Foremen 

Seibegsson $3.25 minimum an hour 

Effective date for the new rates 
is July 1, 1951. 

In addition, the agreement con- 
tains a health and welfare plan to 
be paid by the employer at the rate 
of 7% cents an hour. 


Carrigan, Reynolds and 
Calmes Convicted of 
Bribery Conspiracy 


Suspended U. S. Marshal Edward 
J. Carrigan and two others were 
found guilty of conspiracy to so- 
licit a bribe by a jury in Federal 
Judge Lemmon’s court Saturday. 
The trial had begun July 23. 

Carrigan’s co-edefendants were 
Ray Calmes, suspended U.S. Deputy 
Marshal, and Jack Reynolds, busi- 
ness representative of the Alameda 
County Building Trades Council. 

The three were convicted of con- 
spiring to get a bribe from Phil 
Davis, wealthy auto dealer, serving 
a term for negligent operation of a 
speedboat which caused the maim- 
ing of a girl. 

Judge Lemmon set August 23 for 
the imposing of sentences. The 
maximum sentence for each could 
be five years in prison and a $10,000 
fine. 

Attorneys for the defendants indi- 
cated that they would appeal. Bail 
was set at $10,000. 


Chocolate-Sipping Bus 
Driver Learns What It 
Is to Be in Minority 


We of the chocolate-sipping mi- 
nority in this great republic of 
coffee-drunkards got a glimpse of 
what our status is the other day at 
the refreshment counter in the Key 
System Terminal in San Francisco. 

Some dozen drivers off duty came 
in at once, and put in their orders, 
The waitress, usually very good- 
natured, came back muttering to 
her colleagues: 

“A BUS DRIVER ordering choco- 
late! Weil, hu he'll just have to 


wait till I serve coffee to the MEN!” 
(Careful study of the constitution 
of Carmen’s Division 192 fails to 


Oakland, California, Friday, August 10, 1951 


GREAT PARTY CVP RALLY~—This pic- 
ture shows some of the distinguished guests at 
around the question of travel allow-| the great rally of Democrats Monday night at 
the Athens Club, Left to right are shown: 
Congressman George P. Miller of Oakland, 


who was given a great tribute by all the speak- 
ers as one of the hardest working liberal-labor 
Democrats in the House; Secretary. of the In- 


terior Oscar L.. Chapman,-who -has*been with 
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that department throughout the New Deal-Fair 
Deal years, and trained under Harold Ickes, 
the “Old Curmudgeon”; Congressman John F. 
Shelley of San Francisco, big as ever, former 
president of the California State Federation of 
Labor; Congressman Clair Engle of Red Bluff, 
one of the pioneer battlers for Central Valley 
Project, and Joseph W. Chaudet, acting Post- 
masted of Oakland, former president of Typo- 
graphical Local 36. ~ : po 


Candy Worker |CLERKS TO PUT ON FILM 
AT CLC MEETING MONDAY 


Strike Grows 


The strike of candy workers be- 
longing to Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers 119-C has spread since 
the last issue of East Bay Labor 
Journal. 

Thursday of last week the strike 
spread to the Cardinet Candy Fac- 
tory, 2172 Market Street, Oakland. 

Prior to that, on July 20, the 
strike had been called against the 
Margaret Burnham factories and 
stores throughout Alameda county, 
and the Hooper Factory and store 
in Alameda, 

Two meetings have been held 
with employers at the suggestion of 
Conciliator William Foley. The first 
was held August 2, and the setond 
Wednesday morning of this week. 

Harry Duggan, business repre- 
sentative of Local 119-C, said this 
week: 

“We are of course glad to meet 
with the employers at the sugges- 
tion of the Conciliation Service. 
Nobody likes a strike, but some- 
times they are absolutely necessary 
if pay and working conditions are 
to be achieved. 

Duggan said that the strikers are 
showing an exxcellent spirit, and 
are determined to get better condi- 
tions as well as improved pay. 

Secretary Robert S. Ash of the 
Central Labor Council has stated 
that the girls in the candy factories 
are among the more poorly paid 
workers in the area, 

In addition, the girls have felt 
that some of their working condi- 
tions are intolerable. 

OWNERS’ LETTER 

Under date of August 7 the candy 
factory owners sent a letter to all 
their workers in which, among 
many other statements, they sug- 
gested that the reason negotiations 
have not been successful this year 
is due to the employers being “up 
against ‘frozen prices’.” 

Ash and Duggan, commenting on 
both “frozen wages” and “frozen 
prices,” said: 

“In respect to ‘frozen wages,’ the 
union is willing to take chances on 
WSB decisions in breaking the 
formula in this low paid craft. 

“In respect to ‘frozen prices,’ if 
the entire amount of cost items de- 
manded by the union were paid, 
total labor costs to employers would 
be less than a cent and a half per 
pound increase. 

“In any event, the ‘Defense Act’ 
guarantees profit to employers, so 
they have no problem in prices. 

“Their proposal on the seniority 
clause is not ‘libéralized,’ the one 
they have in the old contract is 
better.” ° 

Ash called attention to the simi- 
larity of the candy factory owners’ 
statement of this year to one made 
to another union two years ago by 
United Employers, 


MORE THAN 200 DELEGATES 
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. (LPA) 
—More than 200 delegates from the 
state’s CIO locals attended a two- 
day Home Front Institute at Rut- 


reveal any rule against chocolate-| gers University to civil rights and 


sipping.) 


community services, 


Charles A. Omstead, Food Clerks 
870, will show at the Monday, Au- 
gust 13, meeting of the Central 
Labor Council, the film, ‘Watch for 
Joe.” 

This film, shown at the recent 
convention in Washington of the 
AFL Retail Clerks’ International 
Association, which Omstead at- 
tended, made a big hit there. It 
shows in dramatic form the activi- 
ties of the Clerks Union. 

The film is being produced be- 
fore the CLC delegates not merely 


’ 


to show the work of one union, but 
to show what can be done with a 
film to dramatize the activities of 
any union. 

There will be other important 
matters to take up, said Secretary 
Robert S. Ash, as there has not 
been a meeting since July 30, as 
this Monday’s meeting was canceled 
to give delegates an opportunity to 
hear Secretary of the Interior Os- 
car L. Chapman speak on the Cen- 
tral Valley Project at the Athens 
Clug that night. 


Galliano Elected 


|Vice-President of 


Port of Oakland 


Port of Oakland 
As a result of the recent appoint- | 
ment of two new members by 


Mayor Clifford Rishell and the Oak- 
land City Council, the Oakland 
Board of Port Commissioners has 
reorganized and elected Dudley W. 
Frost, who has been a member of 
the board since December 19, 1946, 
and second vice-president 
September 19, 1949, as president of 
the board for the ensuing term. 
Frost was nominated by Commis- 
sioner H. W. Estep, who said he 
felt that Frost had the ability to 


“follow through” as the spokesman | 


of the board, and that he would 
make an excellent president, win- 
ning the respect of all organiza- 
tions before whom he 


tion was seconded by Commissioner 
Dunlap C. Clark. 
James F. Galliano then moved that 
the nominations be closed, and the 
election was carried out by ac- 
clamation. 

Frost thanked the board for its 
expression of confidence and said 
that his only objective would be 


the furtherance of the best inter- | 


ests of the port and the commu- 
nity, and that he would direct his 
entire attention to that end.* 
Commissioner John F. Tulloch 
then nominated Commissioner Gal- 
liano, next in seniority on the board, 


as first vice-president, which was | 
seconded by Clark, who also moved | 


that the nominations be closed. 
Commissioner Clark then *nom- 
inated Commissioner H. W. Estep 
as second vice-president, Commis- 
sioner Tulloch seconded, and Vice- 
President Galliano moved that the 
nominations be closed. 


Arthur H. Abel, Port Manager 
and Chief Engineer, was elected 
secretary to the board, and J. G. 
Bastow, Assistant Port Manager 
and Chief Engineer, as assistant 
secretary. 

Galliano has been a member of 
the board since July 24, 1947, and 
Estep since August 23, 1949. 


Galliano, well known as a labor 


attorney, is counsel for the Cen- | 


tral Labor Council, 


since | 


might be | 
called upon to appear. Estep's mo- | 


Commissioner | 


Employers Group Offers 
Six Months Summary of 
‘Relations With Labor 


S. F. Employers Council Release 

Only two strikes were called dur- 
ing the six months period January 
1-June 30, 1951, against Council 
members directly represented by the 
Council. One of these, in Fabruary, 
lasted seven days, and the second 
; one, called by the Janitors Union 
against motion picture theatres in 
| March, lasted 14 days. 

During this six months period the 
Council negotiated a total of 94 col- 
lective bargaining agreements, to 
| which 637 San Francisco firms are 
parties 

Seventeen of these agreements 
were multi-employer or group agree- 
ments, to which 560 firms are 
parties and 77 individual agree- 
ments covering the same number 
of firms. 

A total of 17 Grievances filed by 
unicns under prevailing contracts 
were settled during this period by 
the Council without work stoppages 
or production losses. 


Lumber Prices Drop for 
Third Successive Month 


U. S. Gov't Release 


Lumber prices in the San Fran- 
| cisco-Oakland Metropolitan Area 


month during the period June 15- 
July 15, Max D. Kossoris, Director 
of the Western Region of the U. S. 
Department of Labor’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, reported today. 

| The decline averaged about 3 per 
cent from June 15, and 8 per cent 
from April 15. Kossoris pointed out 
| that the falling off in residential 
construction, together with 1951's 
accelerated lumber production, is 
having a direct effect on lumber 
prices, 


Harry Miller Around 
‘Again After Illness 


| Harry Miller, sergeant-at-arms of 
| of Shipyard Laborers 886, and for 
many years active in the labor 
| movement, was able to get about 
| again this week after his recent ill- 
| ness. 

Miller is a delegate to the Central 
| Labor Council, 


dropped for the third consecutive! 
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HERE ARE DEMOS--FRIENDS OF LABOR! Four Major Themes at Banquet: 
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1, CVP Feat; 2, Miller Tribute; 
3, Defense Crisis; 4, Win in "52! 


The Alameda County AFL played a key role in a tremen- 
dously successful rally of Democrats held Monday night at the 


Athens Club. 


into the parched San Joaquin 


earnest political talk, four major 
themes were emphasized: 


1. The triumph of the great Cen- 
|tral Valley Project’s Democratic 
| backers over the “road blocks, darts 
and poisoned arrows” of Republican 
reactionaries and special interests. 


2.A tribute to Congressman 
George P. Miller of Oakland by 
Secretary of the Interior Chapman, 
Congressman Shelley of San Fran- 
cisco, Congressman Engle of Red 
Bluff, Congressman Kerwin of 
Ohio, and other speakers. Miller 
was acclaimed as one of the most 
hardworking liberal Congressmen 
| in Washington. 


3. The seriousness of the national 

| defense crisis in a tough interna- 
| tional situation, and the irresponsi- 
. bility of the reactionary Republican- 
Dixiecrat alliance in blocking eco- 

nomic controls measures greatly 

needed to stem the tide of inflation. 


4. The extreme importance of 
winning the 1952 election for the 
Democrats, with Congressman 
Michael J. Kerwin of Ohio, Chair- 
man of the Congressional Demo- 
cratic Campaign Committee, spear- 
heading this phase of the discussion. 
BIG AFL ATTENDANCE 


The attendance was so large that 
an overflow room had to be set up. 
Altogether, some 260 persons at- 
ténagd. Or these, nearly “halr were 
AFL representatives. 

When Central Labor Council Sec- 
retary Roebrt S. Ash was introduced 
by County Democratic Chairman 
Monroe Friedman, Ash arose and 
called out, “all the people from the 
AFL stand up.” 


So large a proportion of the as- 
semblage stood up that there was 
a general gasp and laugh. 

The invocation was given by 
Father R. J. Essig, and the con- 
cluding prayer by Mayor Laurance 
Cross of Berkeley, who is a Protes- 
tant minister. 

Rex Nicholson, Oakland business 
man and a long time Democrat and 
personal friend of the Secretary of 
Interior, was master of ceremonies 
after Friedman had opened the pro- 
ceedings, 

CENTRAL VALLEY TRIUMPH 

Congressman Engle said more 
and better methods should be used 
to get the people to realize that the 
great Central Valley Project is the 
creation of the Democratic Party. 

Engle said that when he was a 
young budding politician someone 
else got credit for something he 
had done, and a respected advisor 
told him a good rule in politics is: 

STRIKE A BLOW! 

THEN STEP BACK AND CROW! 

Engle said Democrats should crow 
more about CVP. 


Secretary Chapman 


as 
—_—$ _ 


told of the 
cial interests needed to make CVP 
successful. He asked Professor 
Paul Taylor of the University of 
California to stand, and said that 
Taylor had incessantly encouraged 
;him, former Secretary Ickes, and 
Congressional backers of the proj- 
ect, when things seemed most dis- 
couraging, 

Chapman said that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was the need for CVP 
and similar large-scale projects to 
broaden the tax base and build this 
country’s prosperity. Roosevelt, he 
said, really pushed the project, 
“didn’t just give it lip service.” 
Similarly, said Chapman, Harry 8. 
Truman has never wavered in back- 
ing it. 

Throughout all the talks ran the 
| ster of the years that Chapman, 


others have worked closely together 

| to bring the great project through, 
| going back to the days when Miller, 
Engle, and Shelley were in the 
Legislature together. 


TRIBUTE TO MILLER 


Master of Ceremonies Nicholson 

said that the West, like the South, 
must learn to keep good Congress- 
men in office, so that they can rise 
through seniority to the chairman- 
| ships of important committees. He 
said that “George Miller should be 
kept going to Congress as long as 
he wants to go.” 

Engle reminded the listeners that 
“Miller and I carried through the 
great American River project, part 
of the CVP.” 

Engle also pointed out that the 
big Tracy pumping plant, which is 
lifting the water into the San 
Joaquin Valley from the Sacra- 
;mento Valley, is in Miller’s 6th 
| Congressional District, in the Con- 
tra Costa county part of the district. 

Shelley and Chapman both told 
of Miller’s unfailing devotion to 
Céntral Valley and other projects 

bee the people's interest as opposed 
to the special interests. Mrs. Miller, 


eer 
a 


long years of struggle against spe-; 


The gathering was to celebrate the pouring of Central Valley 
Project stored flood waters from the Sacramento Valley over 


Valley. But through the four] sitting with her husband, was also 
hours of feasting, funmaking, and | praised. 


Miller himself, speaking of the 
long CVP struggle, said that Oak- 
land now is famous for Lake Mer- 
ritt fringed by a beautiful park, 
But 70 years ago a Mayor of Oak- 
land, he said, was denounced for 
insisting on the need for saving 
this park and beautiful body of 
water. 

Similarly, said Miller, over in San 
Francisco, the late James D. Phelan 
was misunderstood for his advocacy 
of the Hetch Hetchy Project. 

Miller stressed the vast import- 
ance of having natural resources 
for the benefit of the whole people. 
He said: 

“Air, water and as far as I am 
concerned, power, must be for the 
people!” 

References to the national defense 
crisis were brief but poignant. Said 
Miller: 

“I am not proud of the record of 
the 81st Congress to date. The Con- 
gress of the United States, under 
pressure of those who put greed 
ahead of patriotism have written 
PROFIT, PROFIT, PROFIT into 
the new version of the Defense Pro- 
duction Act. 

“Yet we are in a serious national 
and international crisis. Our coun- 
try, the oldest in the world in po- 
litical form, was not founded ina 
haphazard y, but by great men 
who had th¢..Judaic-Christian: 
cept of human dignity and decency. 
We must act in accordance with 
these principles to save our coun- 
try.” 

Secretary Chapman said solmenly: 

“Don’t ever delude yourselves. 
Your liberty was never in more 
danger than now.” 

Chapman said that facing a mor- 
tal enemy, we must rise to the oc- 
casion, and, as Miller had said, 
rally to the support of the country 
as we did in 1932 under Franklin 
D. Roosevelt to rescue it from 
economic disaster. 

Congressman Engle, in stressing 
the need for victory in the Con- 
sressional elections of 1952, pointed 
out that “although the San Joaquin 
Valley is the greatest beneficiary 
of the Democrats’ Central Valley 
Project, there is not one Demo- 
cratic Congressman from the San 
Joaquin Valley.” 

Shelley and Miller hammered 
home the same lesson, saying that 
in the next House, California will 
have 30 Representatives, and that 
it is essential that more of them be 
Democrats. And Secretary Chapman 
cried out: 

“Give us more Engles, Millers, 
Shelleys and Havenners!” 

But Congressman Michael J. Ker- 
win of Ohio as head of the Demo- 
cratic Congressional Campaign Com- 
mittee carried the ball down the 
field for the election of more Demo- 
cratic Congressmen with an inde- 
scribably salty, humorous, earnest 
and eloquent speech. 


Kerwin especially appealed to the 
labor people in the audience, for he 
told of joining the United Mine 
Workers in 1897, “before John L. 
Lewis did,” of having to quit school 
at 9 to drive a mule in the mines, 
and cf living in a tent when his 
people were evicted during a tsrike. 

Kerwin told of the Teapot Dome 
episode during Harding Administra- 
tion, of some high Republican com- 
mitting suicide and others going to 
the pen in that scandal, and then 
added: 

“So now they’re talking about a 
girl getting a fur coat! That's all 
they’re able to dig up!” 

With humorous exaggeration 
deftly blended with tragic serious- 


| hess he painted a picture of the 
Miller, Shelley, Engle, Kerwin and} 


Republican Party which almost 
made the few Republicans in the 
room as guests stagger out, crani- 
ums crushed and hearts hacked. 
But reviewing the 59 years of 
Republican rule, and crediting them 
with only 11 good years, those of 
Lincoln and the first Roosevelt, he 
reminded the Democrats that they 


j; are indeed the party of the people 


4s opposed to the party of the big 
interests. 


CARD OF THANKS 


ARONSON For the lovely floral 
display and your sincere sympathy 
and understanding in our hour of 
sorrow we would like to thank all 
of our friends and the brothers and 
sisters of all unions of our dear 
husband, son, and brother, Joseph 
A. 4ronson. We also wish to thank 
Dr. George Warmer for his most 
thoughtful message and Mr. Bud 
McDonnell the vocalist for his 
favorite hymn, and to Grant D. 
Miller and staff our most heartfelt 
gratitude. 

MRS. JOSEPH A. ARONSON, 
MRS. NINA ARONSON, 
MILDRED and ROY 
ALFRED ARONSON, 


4 
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Pay Hikes for Merit, Length of 
Service, Given WSB's Approval. 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — Merit 
and length-of-service wage increases 
have been approved by the Wage 
Stabilization Board, even though 
they may push through the 10 per 
cent “ceiling.” The new regulation, 

“announced July 30, would “allow 
maximum flexibility but avoid a 
flank attack on _ stabilization,” 
Chairman George W. Taylor said. 

The board also allowed revision 
upward of incentive wage or piece 
rates, and permitted employers to 
‘grant higher pay for promotions 
and transfers, change hiring and 
apprentice scales and set rates for 
new and changed jobs, all without 
obtaining WSB approval within 
certain limits. 

Both factory and white collar 
workers are covered by the new 
rule governing pay boosts which do 
not fall into the category of general 
Wage increases, but such raises 
could not be used as an excuse for 
hiking prices, the board said. 
~An employer using the “rate 
Tange” method of paying may give 
length-of-service and merit in- 
creases without needing WSB ap- 
proval if he: 

1, Follows past practice by allow- 
ing the same relative amount of in- 
creases as he did during 1950. 

2. Limits the boosts to not more 
than 6 per cent of the aggregate 
straight time rates for workers in 
a group. If a worker shared in a 
eneral increase, even up to the 
ceiling, he can still get a merit 
raise. 

3. Follows an established plan in 
Operation Jan. 25, 1951, even if it 
results in increases that aggregate 
more than 6 per cent or allows big- 
ger increases than were paid dur- 
ing 1950. 

or owners of small plants pay- 
ing on a “personal” basis, giving 
each worker what he thinks he’s 
worth, a “rate range” is set up set- 


ting the minimum rate at the lowest 
paid an employe on a job and the 
maximum at 25 per cent higher. 
Either the “past practice” or 6 per 
cent provisions may then be used 
in giving raises. 

Adjustment in incentive wage or 
piece rates is permitted when: 

1. A rate is established on a new 
item or new job in a plant having 
an established plan in operation. 

2. There is a change in the 
method, product, tools, material, de- 
sign, quality requirements, work 
assignments, or other production or 
job conditions. 

3. The same percentage above 
base rates is restored as when the 
rate was originally adopted. 

New rates may be set by negotia- 
tion if they maintain the established 
relationship between earnings and 
job content. 

In the case of promotions, new 
hirings and transfers, a worker may 
be slotted into a rate to which his 
ability ,experience and _ training 


seem to entitle him. 


Another WSB ruling permitted 
the payment of Christmas or profit 
sharing bonuses without its ap- 
proval, providing bonwses are not 
paid oftener than every three 
months and they have no direct 
relationship to hours worked or 
units produced by a worker. The 
bonus must be based on a plan in 
operation since Jan. 25, 1949, or 
been in a written agreement com- 
pleted before Jan. 25, 1951, and 
must not be more than 25 per cent 
of total annual wages. 

Meanwhile, CIO Maritime and 
Radio unions challenged the WSB’s 
right to review wage increases con- 


tained in the agreement which 
ended the shipping strike in June. 
They contended the wage freeze 
does not apply to men engaged in 
foreign shipping. 


Unions Give Free Labor to Palsy Unit 


NEW YORK- (LPA)—Fourteen 
AFI,” unions in suburban Nassau 
and Suffolk counties have pledged 
more than 30,000 hours of free labor 
to help build the Cerebral Palsy 
Diagnostic Treatment Center under 
construction at Roosevelt, L. I. The 
gift is valued at $100,000, about 38 
per cent of the estimated cost of the 
building. 

The 14 unions are: Bricklayers, 
roofers, glaziers, electrical workers, 
laborers, ornamental iron workers, 
lathers, painters, plumbers, sheet 
metal workers, stone masons and 
tile setters. The painters have prom- 
ised to furnish paint as well as 
labor, and the ornamental iron 
workers have agreed to supply ma- 
terials for stairs and ramps. 

The carpenters’ union, unable to 
offer labor because of outstanding 


contracts, has pledged a cash dona- 
tion of at least $5000. Exxcavation 
for the building has already been 
completed as a gift of the AFL 
Operating Engineers. 

The diagnostic center, which will 
be fully equipped to handle 200 
children at a time, will be the first 
such project in New York state and 
one of the few in the country. Three 
hundred children from Nassau and 
Suffolk counties are now receiving 
treatment for cerebral palsy in 
temporary quarters. 

Note to Editors: Secretary of 
Labor Tobin is naming regional 
labor-management committees to 
aid in mobilization of civilian man- 
power. So far he has named com- 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — The 
more than 4700 union shop clauses 
invalidated by a recent Supreme 


Court decision may not, after all,| 
have to be decided over again in| 


new NLRB elections. 


| 
Senator Robert A. Taft (R. Ohio),! have 


co-author of the Taft-Hartley act! 
under which the court issued its} 
ruling, announced he has dratted a 
bill which would validate the agree- 
ments without new elections, 


mittees for 14 regions. For names 


| for your region, write or wire LPA. 


Taft Would Try to Fix T-H Blunder 


} 


| unions to qualify for an NLRB tar- 

gaining election under Taft-Hartley. 
The union shop agreements invali- 
dated by the ruling were signed 
before the officers took the oath. 


Taft said union shop elections 
“almost always resulted in a 
favorable vote anyway” and that his 
bill would relieve the NLRB of a 
“heavy burden.” The bill also would 


dispose of the necessity of further 


The court ruled it was necessary | 


for top AFL and CIO officers to 
sigh non-Communist oaths for any 
of the two organizations’ 


affiliated | 


| union shop elections in plants where. 


the question had once been settled, 
but would require a new election if 
30 per cent of the employes re- 
quested it. j 


High-Rent Homes Are 
Peril to Defense Plans, 
Warning Given by AFL 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—“Work- 
ers will not go into mushrooming 
defense areas to live in shacks and 
hovels; they will demand—and have 
every right to expect—decent homes 
at rents they can afford to pay,” 
AFL President William Green 
warned in an appeal for prompt 
enactment of an adequate moderate 
rental housing program. 

“The AFL is convinced that the 
defense production program cannot 
succeed unless steps are taken im- 
mediately to assure adequate hous- 
ing and community facilities. Un- 
less they are provided quickly in 
defense areas, serious manpower 
shortages are inevitable,” Green told 
Representative Brent Spence (D., 
Ky.), chairman of the House Bank- 
ing committee which is considering 
the defense housing bill. 

“The bill which has passed the 
Senate is entirely inadequate. It 
places almost exclusive reliance on 
extremely liberal federal mortgage 
insurance, intended to encourage 
private builders, but it is clear that 
rents under this program—$85 to 
$110 for a two-bedroom unit—will 
be far higher than most defense 
workers can afford, 

“Yet the Senate bill authorized 
funds for only 5000 units for the 
entire nation in government-fi- 
nanced defense housing projects. 
The only way of assuring decent 
accommodations for workers is 
through moderate rental housing 
financed by the federal government. 
It is our view that the Senate au- 
thorization should be increased to 
at least 50,000 units.” 


WE FEATURE 


Union Labels 


HAWAIIAN $4.95 
WILLHALM’S 


SPORT SHIRTS 
A Man’s Shop 


15 GRAND AVE. 


(at Broadway) 


150 Canadians Attend 
FDR-ClO Camp in U. S. 


PORT HURON, Mich. (LPA)— 
More than 150 members of Canadian 
Congress of Labour locals gradu- 
ated from two one-week schools 
held at the FDR-CIO Camp here 
under direction of CCL Educational 
Director Howard Conquergood. 
Subjects included public speaking, 
cooperatives and credit unions, 
work of shop stewards, basic and 
advanced time study and handling 
grievances. 

CCL Vice President C. H. Millard, 
recently elected an alternate mem- 
ber of the executive board of the 
International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, addressed the stu- 
dents on,their relation to trade 
unionists in other countries through 
ICFTU. 


| LABOR IN WORLD OF 


WAR: WSB Thinks All 
Need Living Cost Rise; 
McCarthy May Be Ousted 


By the Editor 


THAT WEAKENED CONTROLS 
bill had hardly been signed by Presi- 

dent Truman, who insisted as he 
signed it that it would raise prices 
and wages, when the Wage Stabili- 
zation Board unanimously urged 
that all workers be entitled to cost 
of living increases if they could 
reach agreement with their employ- 
ers on the matter. Shortly there- 
after Defense Mobilizer Charles E. 
Wilson said he believed we should 
stick to the 40-hour week, with time 
and a half for overtime. Chrysler 
and Ford meanwhile asked for price 
raises made possible under the new 
bill. 

x k * 


THE REDS BACKED DOWN in 
Korea when General Ridgway sus- 
pended negotiations because armed 
Chinese soldiers showed up near the 
negotiators for truce. The Red Chi- 
nese mumbled some apology about 
how the soldiers were going to a 
conference to discuss how to keep 
out of the neutral negotiation zone, 
or to see a man about a dog, or 
something. September 4 was set as 
the date for signing the U. S.Japan- 
ese treaty in San Francisco, and 
the President will make a one-day 
trip out here to make a speech on 
the occasion. 

x & * 


FRANCE, ITALY, WEST GER- 
MANY all have been reported mov- 
ing toward the right, away from 
democracy, lately, with France in 
the usual mess, without a govern- 
ment for many weeks, because the 
little spinter parties can’t agree on 
a cabinet. In England, too, Parlia- 
ment eagerly quit for two months, 
and there are reports the present 
Parliament may never come back 
until after a new election in which 
Winston Churchill's Tories are 
hopeful of winning. 

. x * 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN continue 
yowling at each other, but Iran and 
Britain seem in a better humor on 
the oil feud. The democracies 
learned with delight that Trudy, 
the gal the Soviets were playing up 
as the queen of the “youth peace 
festival” in Eastern Germany, 
grabbed the chance to escape to 
our side of the line, saying she’s 
rather scrub floors in the West than 
stay with the Stalinists, 

x *« * 

SENATOR M’CARTHY may get 
his deserts yet. Senator Benton of 
Connecticut, after a Senate commit- 
tee turned in a report on the dis- 
graceful conduct of McCarthy in 
the Maryland election which de- 
feated Senator Tydings, moved to- 
ward getting the hide-behind-libel- 
immunity Senator from Wisconsin 
kicked out of that august body. 


Revolt Against Forced 
Listening Is Spreading 


ST. LOUIS (LPA)—The revolt 
against forced listening on street 
cars and buses has spread to St. 
Louis. A committee has been named 
by the Lawyers’ Association here to 
protest transit radio as an invasion 
“of the basic civil rights of pas- 
sengers by compelling unwilling 
persons to listen to commercial an- 
nouncements,” 

On the basis of a similar argu- 
ment used in Washington, D. C. by 
foes of transit radio a court order 
was issued halting such com- 
mercials, 


The St. Louis group plans to take 


“further steps” and institute “fur- 
ther action” if necessary. The 
broadcasts here originate in the 


radio station owned by Elzey Rob- 
erts, the publisher who sold the 
Star-Times’ to the Post-Dispatch 
June 15, throwing 600 employes out 
of work. 
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LPA Calls Oil 
Tidelands Bill 
Bad Give-Away 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — The 
House has just given away $40,000,- 
000,000 worth of your property. It 
did so by passing a bill giving title 
to the oil-rich offshore lands to 
Texas, California and Louisiana. 
The vote was 265 to 109. 


The House acted despite a Su- 
preme Court decision that these 
rich oil lands belong to all the peo- 
ple of the United States and despite 
a veto of a similar bill by President 
Truman, 


Passage of the bill was a victory 
for the oil lobbies, which prefer to 
deal with the states rather than the 
federal government. State legisla- 
tures and regulatory commissions 
are more pliant usually than Uncle 
Sam. 


The measure is spoken of as the 
“tidelands oil” bill, but tidelands— 
the narrow strip between high and 
low tide marks—are not involved. 
What is involved is control of the 
Coastal “submerged lands,” the off- 
shore areas always under water. 

The bill got very special treat- 
ment. It was rushed through com- 
mittee, shoved up on the House 
calendar, and debate was limited. 
Welfare measures take months and 
months to shove through to the 
point where they reach the House. 

Fronting for the oil lobbies were 
officials of many states, who raised 
the phony ery that the federal gov- 
ernment is also after control of 
rights in inland waters. This despite 
the flat statement by Tom Clark, 
then Attorney General, when he 
argued the California case before 
the Supreme Court, that the case 
did not involve any inland waters. 

The issue arose in the 1930's, 
when oil in quantity began to be 
taken from undersea lands. Harold 
Ickes, then Secretary of the In- 
terior, urged President Roosevelt to 
test ownership and control of such 
lands. Late in 1945 President Tru- 
man ordered Clark to file suit. Con- 
gress quickly passed a quit-claim 
bill, which Truman vetoed August 
1, 1946. The Supreme Court ruled 
against California on June 23, 1947; 
and on June 5, 1950, against Louisi- 
ana and Texas. Another quit-claim 
bill passed the House in 1948, failed 
to reach the Senate floor. 

In the House Representative Mike 
Mansfield (D. Mont.), tried to sub- 
stitute a measure to commit reve- 
nue from these submerged lands to 
grants for education in all the 
states. “These are assets of all the 
people and ought to be retained by 
all the people,” Mansfield said, His 
amendment was ruled out of order. 
Representative Emanuel Cellar (D., 
N. Y.), offered a substitute to retain 
federal control for five years pend- 
ing final solution by Congress or the 
courts. It lost, 114 to 28 In the 
Senate 11 Senators have sponsored 
a substitute similar to Mansfield’s. 


IN THE PINK 


One -youngster was re 
through a fence of a nuddist colony 
He said to his little friend beside 
him: “Gee, there is a lot of people 
in there!” 

“Are they men or women?” asked 
his friend. 

“Don’t know,” the little guy re- 


plied, ‘ ‘they haven't got their clothes 
on, 
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Floods Prove 
Folly of Army 


Dams: Farmers 


DENVER, Colo. (LPA)—The 
National Farmers Union has 
urged President Truman and 
Congress to relieve the Army 
Engineers of all civil works 
functions; create a Missouri 
Valley Authority, and set up a 
national review board to pass on 
all watershed development plans. 

The union declared that the 
Midwest floods have shown “the 
complete folly and futility of the 
Army brand of flood control 
which starts at a river’s mouth.” 
The farmers “have had enough, 
and more than enough,” said the 
union, of the present situation, 
and charged the Engineers 
openly defied the government 
aud set up their own private 
lobby in the hearings July 25 at 
Kansas City on the disastrous 
floods. 


Korea Gets Gift 
Of Newsprint From 
Free Asia’ Group 


Free Asia Committee 


Brayton Wilbur, chairman of the 
Committee for a Free Asia, Inc., in 
San Francisco, announced a com- 
mittee gift to the Korean govern- 
ment of 1000 tons of newsprint, to 
make possible the replacement of 
public school textbooks destroyed by 
Communists in their invasion of 
Korea, 

The gift ,reportedly one of the 
largest of its kind ever given a 
foreign government by a private 
U. S. organization, was disclosed to 
Syngman Rhee, president of the Re- 
public of Korea, and to Dr. George 
Paik, Korean Minister of Education. 
Dr. Paik is now giving a series of 
lectures at a summer session of the 
University of California at Berke- 
ley. 

Dr. Paik has stated that 62,000,000 
textbooks on the elementary, high 
school and college level were needed 
because of the Communist destruc- 
tion of the Korean textbooks. 

The Korean educator was unable 
to obtain any official governmental 
action on his effort to get the news- 
print he felt necessary for the re- 
placement of the destroyed text- 
books. 

“We heard of his need,” Wilbur 
explained, “and the committee’s! 
unanimous decision to purchase 1000 
tons of newsprint as a gift to the 
Ministry of Education was the re-| 
sult of our desire to be of practical 
assistance to the Korean people and 
particularly to the children of 
Korea.” 

In presenting the gift to Educa- 
tion Minister Paik, Chairman Wil- 
bur and George H. Greene, Jr., com- 
mittee president, reiterated that the 
committee’s fundamental concern is 
“that all men in Asia, as well as 
throughout the world, shall be free 
to live and think as independent 
persons and not at the dictates of 
tyrants,” 


Indiana Loses 
Aid; Insulted 
Relief People 


INDIANAPOLIS (LPA) — Indi- 
ana’s aged, dependent children and 
the blind have been cut off from 
$18,000,000 a year in federal welfare 
funds because a recently passed 
state law makes available to the 
public the names of those getting 
public aid. 


“The funds were cut off by Fed- 
eral Security Administrator Oscar 
R. Ewing because the new state law 
violates the federal statutes. Re- 
publican leaders who jammed the 
measure through over the veto of 
Gov. Henry F. Schricker, and Demo- 
crat, immediately branded the ac- 
tion “an arbitrary ruling of a Wash- 
ington bureaucrat.” 


, (In Washington Senator William 
E. Jenner, Indiana Republican, 
tagged Ewing “a _ socialist-minded 
dictator,” said Ewing acted with 
“utter disregard for the welfare of 
our aged and needy citizens.”) 

Ewing expressed regret but said, 
“the Indiana legislature has given 
me no choice.” Pointing out that 
the legislature had been warned of 
the consequences, Ewing said the 
law “repealed every vestige of the 
safeguards previously contained” in 
Indiana’s program. 

The Federal government con- 
tributes half the funds, the state, 
30 per cent and the counties, 20. 
Several other states have considered 
a move similar to Indiana's. Con- 
gress’ ban was enacted in 1939 to 
guard against abuses, such as oc- 
curred in 1938 when Ohio recipients 
of old age assistance received form 
letters urging them to vote for the 
incumbent governor in the primary 
election on the ground he was per- 
sonally responsible for what had 
been done for them. However, it 
has been pointed out, “the social 
consequences of publicity of this 
kind are worse than the political 
abuses, as the hapless victims are 
humiliated by exposure of ‘their 
dependency.” 

John Van Ness, Republican state 
Senate leader, said Ewing’s action 
places entire administration of the 
welfare program in the hands of 
the state government and “Indi- 
nans can now proceed with good 
faith to assist their friends and 
neighbors in welfare matters with- 
out any dictation from Washing- 


| ton.” 


In New York City 6000 “employ- 
ables” have been helped to get off 
relief rolls and into private employ- 
ment through operation of the Wel- 
fare Department’s work relief pro- 
gram during its first year. This re- 


| sulted in the city saving $5,000,000. 


Under the Special Labor Force 
plan, 11,702 home relief and veterans 
assistance recipients were assigned 
to city and borough projects, with 
the results that all but 300 persons 
with large families withdrew en- 
tirely from public assistance. “EKm- 
ployables” listed now are 11,536 com- 
pared with 23,000 a year ago. Pres- 
ent relief rolls list 161,853 persons. 
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Pickets Take Pictures of Scabs, Fret 
Sheriffs of Three Rural lowa Counties 


DES MOINES, Iowa 
Pickets armed with cameras haunt 
the trucks of the Gamble-Robinson 
wholesale grocery firm here. The 
sheriffs of three rural counties are 
scratching their heads in bewilder- 
ment. 

The company got an injunction to 
“prevent violence,” and the strike- 
breakers are toting pipe wrenches, 
clubs, hammers, and other tools of 
their trade. But the law and the 
company have not been able to 
figure out any ban on photographer- 
pickets. 

Pictures of the scabs and places 
where they make deliveries are ap- 
pearing regularly in The Iowa 
Federationist, weekly organ of 
locals affiliated with the Iowa 
State Council of Teamsters, The 
picture-taking has been going on 
since May 10, after the company 
imported strikebreakers. 

Trouble started when Gamble- 
Robinson purchased the O. R. West 
Company warehouse here, inherit- 
ing a union contract which was not 
lived up to nor renewed. Employes 
were called in to sign individual 
contracts reducing pay from $1.31 
per hour to $1.10, eliminating time 
and one-half after eight hours in 
a day, eliminating time and one- 
half for Saturday as such, and not 
providing for any seniority. The 
second week*of paid vacation was 
postponed to five years instead of 
two. 

Owner of 812 warehouses through- 
out the nation, the company has 
previously made use of the Taft- 
Hartley law and state statutes to 
liquidate unions in four other Iowa 
cities, everywhere in Minnesota ex- 
cept Minneapolis, and in Escanaba, 
Mich. Local 58, Teamsters, has been 
on strike against the company in 
Bozeman, Mont. since July 7, 1950. 

Officially on record against the 
company and Standby products 
which it distributes, along with Em- 


(LPA)—\press coffee, 


Smoothie potatoes, 
Garden Food products, and Snobody 
fresh fruits and vegetables, are the 
Iowa State Federation of Labor and 
nearly 100 of its affiliates, acting 
separately, along with a growing 
number of Iowa CIO groups, “We 
do not patronize” resolutions have 
been adopted and will be presented 
for action at the American Federa- 
tion of Labor convention in San 
Francisco next month. 

But the outstanding feature so 
far is the bewilderment of sheriffs 
at Knoxville, Adel, and Pleasant- 
ville, who came roaring up all 
primed to deal with disturbing the 
peace or violation of an injunction, 
and bumped into an ‘unfamiliar use 
of freedom of the press. 


Call-in Pay Dispute Is 
Finally Won by Union 


RACINE, Wis, (LPA)—Employes 
of a plant here have just won an 
arbitration award of four hour 
eall-in pay in an unusual dennis 
which originated last winter. The 
700 workers were sent home Feb, 7 
by the Modine Manufacturing Co, 
when power failed. The union 
claimed call-in pay. The firm 
pointed to a contract clause that 
it “shall not apply if lack of work 
is caused by conditions beyond di- 
rect control of the company, such 

s power failure, fire and wind- 
storm.” 

The unon, however, contended 
before an arbitirator that the com- 
pany was to blame for the power 
failure, and won. Water overflowed 
from the plant's tower when a valve 
failed to function, blew onto the 
power lines, and froze, causing the 
lines to break. The employer had 
control of the water tower and 
therefore was responsible for a me- 
chanical failure, said the union’s 
brief. 
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DRESSING ROOM CHATTER 
THEATRICAL EMPLOYES B-82 


AFL National Magazine 
Features Article by 
Theater Union Head 


For the next three weeks your 
columnist will be on leave from the 
typewriter. In place of the regular 
column will be an article entitled 
“For Your Entertainment” by 
Richard F, Walsh, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes and Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of the 
United States and Canada. 


The scene was an alley outside a 
theater stage door. Several men 
huddled in a shadow beyond the 
flicker of the gaslight. Caps were 
pulled low over their eyes. They 
were stagehands, whispering of a 
scheme to form a union, and man- 
agement had long ears—and a 
longer blacklist. 


This scene was repeated, ogain 
and again, all over America during 
the last quarter of the past cen- 
tury, The best-paid stagehands of 
that éra worked for 50 cents a day. 
Some got 25. Often they worked 
almost around the clock unloading 
the show, setting it up, handling 
the lights, shifting the sets for 
matinee and evening performance, 
then taking them down and pack- 
ing them to go on to the next one- 
night stand, 

Quite often, too, when the work 
was done, even the four-bits could 
not be collected. Fly-by-night pro- 
ducers were numerous and nimble- 
footed. Many a stranded stagehand 
walked the rails back home. 

Since 1863 the stranded and 
stricken had been receiving charit- 
able aid from a society known as 
the Theatrical Mutual Association. 
This fine group of lodges, a fore- 
runner of the I.A.T.\S.E., still car- 
ries on its good work. 

But unionism also was essential, 
and in our industry the problem 
was complicated by the old adage 
that “the show must go on.” This is 
still gospel to us. Blizzards, laryn- 
gitis, accidents, equipment bottle- 
necks—these are no obstacles to 
men and women of the theater. By 
the same token, our union has been 
pledged, from the beginning, to ac- 
cept “wise, honorable ahd conserva- 


{ tive mediation” of collective bar- 


gaining disputes. The strike weapon 
has been seldom used, and then 
only as a last resort. 

Of course, as was true of almost 
every union, this last resort had to 
be used as a means of getting estab- 
lished. First step toward forming 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes came on 
Aprii 1886, with the organiza- 
tion of the Theatrical Protective 
Union of New York. Its founders 
dreamed of earning $1 a day, and 
their dream became a reality two 
years later, following a strike that 
involved the Academy of Music, 
among other houses. Inexperienced 
strikebreakers were hired, and 
things reached a climax—in our 
favor—when a “flat” toppled over 
on Louis James, the celebrated 
tragedian, during Hamlet’s  solil- 
oquy. 

Meanwhile, the stagehands were 
organizing in such places as Chi- 
cago, Pittsburgh, Brooklyn, Cincin- 
nati, St. Louis, Denver, Syracuse, 
Buffalo and Boston, Finally, on 


25, 


r' July 17, 1893, representatives of the 


Y 


unions in those nine cities assem- 
bled at Elks Hall, New York, to 
join with their Broadway brothers 
in founding the National Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes. 

Direct impetus had been given by 
the Columbian Exposition at Chi- 
cago, which attracted theatrical 
mechanics from all over the coun- 
try. There, thrown together, they 
had discovered a mutuality of in- 
terests and decided to do some- 
thing about it. 

During the early days, leadership 
rotated almost automatically with 
each annual convention, John G. 
Williams of New York, the first 
president, was succeeded in 1894 by 
Lee M, Hart of Chicago. By July of 
that year the number of locals had 
doubled and the American Federa- 
tion of Labor granted a charter. 

The new group's economic 
strength began to be felt under the 
administration of Brother Hart, 
who later served diligently as gen- 
eral secretary-treasurer from 1898 
until 1915, 

In 1902, when several Canadian 
locals joined, the National Alliance 
stepped forth as an International. 


Next week President Walsh tells | 


how the I.A.T.S.E, prevented strike- 
breakers from entering a theater, 
the first time stage employes felt 
the sting of a federal injunction, 
the important part of the Alliance 
played in assisting the Actors’ 
strike in 1919, the trying early days 
of the projectionists, the part 
played by the advent of sound, the 
difficult strike of 1933, 


When you finish reading this East 
Bay Labor Journal, pass it on for a 
friend or neighbor. Let them know, 
too, what the unions are doing 


STEAMFITTERS NOTES 
LOCAL 342 


Steamfitters Name 
6 for Convention; 
Travel Case Won 


The California State Federation 
of Labor Convention convenes Au- 
gust 20, 1951, at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. Six delegates were elected. 
The following is the official ballot: 


Delegates 

Jim Martin 
Bill Weber . 
Bob Carr 
Jack Bennett -... 
Marty Scott ... 
. Les Silveira ... 
. Willard Scott . 
Jack Mathies ... 
. Haarry Hill .. 
. Bill Biddle . 
. George Wride . és 
. Walter MacDonald .......... 
. Mike Aiello ......... 
bE FE I OM nln cocsccncssresincas 
. Harold Nelson 
. Lou Neeland ~. 
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arbitration decision was 


received 
from Mr. Sam Kagel, the arbitrator, 


on August 2, 1951. This involved 
Local Union 342, Bechtel Corpora- 
tion and Midwest Pipe & Supply 
Company, Inc., involving travel al- 
lowance and the arbitration of the 
word “radius.” 


The union had contended “radius” 
meant the main direct traveled road 
route while the contractors con- 
tended that “radius” meant a 
straight line extending from the 
center to the circumference. 

This matter of controversy in- 
volved a favorable decision from 
the Labor Commissioner, Don Long- 
achre, of Oakland, and Superior 
Court decisions in Alameda County 
and in San Francisco. 

The decision as rendered by Mr. 
Sam Kagel states, “It is the de- 
cision of the arbitrator that the 
word “radius” as it appears in 
Article VIII, Section 3 of the agree- 
ment between the parties ,means, 
“the most direct traveled road 


route,” and travel allowance and 
expense shall be determined accord- 
ingly.” 

This decision inyolves over a 
quarter of million dollars in retro- 
active travel allowance from the 


period of June 30, 1950 to the pres- 
ent date. 
On behalf of the membership of 


Local 342, Lou Kovacevich and I 
would like to thank the various 
local unions for their support in 


this matter. 
| We wish to express our sincere 
appreciation and thanks to Attorney 

Frank Galliano, who is indeed a 

friend of labor and who did an out- 

standing job in this dispute, gaining 

| decisions over lawyers who repre- 
sent one of the best law firms in 
the Bay Area. Mr. Galliano always 
responded when things were the 
darkest and the chips down, work- 
ing hand in hand with us and shar- 
ing our personal problems. 

We also wish to thank Mr. Sam 
Kagel, the arbitrator, for a just and 
honest decision, 

Brother Kovacevich and I thank 
each and every member for being 
so patient and for the cooperation 
given us in this long dispute. 

All contractors have been notified 
of the arbitratar’s decision and 
monies due you should be forth- 
coming shortly. Also, all contractors 
have been notified of the new wage 
scale retroactive to July 1, 1951. 

With our travel allowance issue 
setiled and our agreement signed, 
sealed and delivered and the work 
situation good it looks like a good 
year for the members of 342, 

Fraternally, 
JIM MARTIN, 


‘Building Trades 
Wages Advance 


State Federation News 

The hourly wage scale of AFL 
union construction trades workers 
advanced 2 per cent nationally dur- 
} ing the second quarter of 1951, com- 
pared with an increase of eight- 
tenths of 1 per cent in the preceding 
three months’ period, and of 2.5 
per cent in the second quarter of 
1950, it was announced recently by 
the U. S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The survey included seven major 
building trades in 85 cities. Union 
scales presented are the minimum 
wage rates agreed upon through 
collective bargaining between em- 
ployers and unions, 

Overtime beyond established maxi- 
mum daily and weekly hours is ex- 
cluded from the computation. The 
scales do not reflect either rates for 
apprentices or premium rates; thus 
they do not represent total hourly 
earnings of union labor. 


BOOST THE LABEL! 


BUY UNION LABEL PRODUCTS ONLY 
When making purchases ‘always ask for the union label. If 


REQUEST THIS 


‘ 
LABEL —F 


building a home or repairing one see that the men doing the 
plumbing or steamfitting work, painting job, etc., belong to the 
union. Ask to see their Card. Boost the union emblem and help 
yourself, Patronize and demand the following union cards; 


EY 


EDFA 


ON ALL YOUR 
PRINTING 


“WATCH IT” with Watchmakers 
By GEORGE F. ALLEN 


‘End of Long Story’ on 
Oakland Watch Crystal 
Told to Members 


We have the end of a long story 
with regard to the Oakiand Watch 
Crystal Company. 

The Kirk Dial Corporation has 
purchased the Oakland Watch 
Crystal business and have moved 
their Oakland office into the office 
of the Oakland Watch Crystal Co. 
Jerry Sullivan, the last of the three 
partners to operate the Oakland 
Watch Crystal Company is now 
working as an employe for the Kirk 
Dial in their San Francisco office. 

You may -recall that Jerry 
straightened himself out with the 
Union after he had purchased the 
interests of Mr. Theodore Wil- 
loughby quite some time ago. 

It was during the early months 
of 1950 that discord arose between 
the Union and the Oakland Watch 
Crystal Company, which coincided 
with the purchasing of one-third 
interest in the Oakland Watch Crys- 
tal Company by Mr. Theodore Wil- 
loughby. You will no doubt remem- 
ber the trouble we had with this 
establishment, i. e., having them on 
the Unfair List—their appeals to the 
NLRB—and their attempts to do 
retail and wholesale business at the 
same time. 

I am quite sure that any number 
of members will be glad to welcome 
Jerry Sullivan back into the mem- 
bership. 

We have had a request to try and 
assist a person find a 25-year Pre- 
sentation Watch that was lost in 
San Francisco. The watch is a 14- 
“O” Hamilton, yellow gold, with the 
following inscription “Presented to 

Robert Jeans by the Wyandotte 
Company.” It is just possible that 
this watch may be brought in to 
some store for repairs. In any event, 
if any of you have any information 
on this particular watch, please 
contact the Union office. 


STROKES FROM THE BRUSH 
From Local 127 
By KUGHIE RUTLEDGE 


More Jobs Than 
Men, Is Problem - 
Of Painters 127 


Brother Jack Massie out of the 
hospital recovering. Eugene Byrd 
in room 374 of Providence Hospital. 
John Bankert in room C-9 Perma- 
nente and Eastman in room 366 
Providence. Horace Haley off work 
with a bad heart and quite a few 
of the brothers receiving medical 
care for ailments that do not keep 
them off the job. We mentioned in 
a letter to all members sometime 
back how they could be off the job 
and still make more money while 
in the hospital than they could 
while working. This is possible if 
the brother belongs to a health 
group hospital plan such as the 
Permanente or Blue Cross. We have 
just totaled up the money paid to 
one of our members who was in the 
hospital for 34 days and belonged 
to our Permanente Group. He re- 
ceived in cash the following: 34 
days at $10.00 per day, $340.00, 34 
office visits at $4.00, $136.00. Special 
hospital services including blood 
transfusions $399.17, 12 days unem- 
ployment insurance at $8.00 per day 
$96.00. Unemployment compensation 
disability $90.00 and hospital labora- 
tory X-ray, diagnosis, etc. $107.14. 
If you add up the above cash pay- 
ments you will find that the brother 
received $1168.31 for his time in the 
hospital. Our Permanente group 
will not open again until this fall. 

The entertainment committee is 
going ahead with plans for our an- 
nual picnic on September 16th at 
Stony Brook Park in Niles Canyon. 
Tickets for admission will be avail- 
able next week, 


Work is still plentiful with a 
shortage of men. The big Camp 
Parks job has not got into full 


swing yet, only 30 men on the job, 
This will gradually be pushed up 
until the job will carry about 200 
painters. No overtime permitted as 
yet on this project. Next meeting 
of the local will be August 28rd, 


GET YOUR SHARE 

NEW YORK—In 1947, when out- 
put of consumer goods in this coun- 
try was extremely high, says a 20th 
Century Fund study, an even distri- 
bution of these goods among the 
60,000,000 wage earners would have 
given each one $27.50 worth, 


(Caswell 
(offee 
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CLEARING THE DECKS 
WITH 836 


Shipyard Laborers Find 
Work Generally Good 
In All the Yards 


Work is generally good in all of 
the yards. Almost all of our avail- 
able members are employed and the 
future work outlook is much better 
than it has been for some time. We 
hope the upward trend continues, 

Sergeant-at-arms Harry Miller 
was in the office last Monday. We 
can hardly say that Harry looks or 
feels his old self, but we are very 
glad to see him on his feet and 
around again. 

Secretary Tom George and Board 
of Trustees Member Ray Brennan 
are busy making their preparations 
for the Convention of the State 
Federation of Labor although at 
present it looks like they may have 
to sleep in the streets. 

German and Japanese shipping is 
increasing rapidly. Japan now has 
762 merchant ships in operation and 
many more building. German re- 
striction have been lifted on the 
construction of fast large vessels 
and many are contemplated in the 
near future. The Hamburg-Chicago 
Line has entered the European 
Great Lakes service with six Ger- 
man Flag vessels. Is seems to us 
that the U. S. money which is 
being used to build up these foreign 
flag merchant marine vessels to 
ply in direct competition to our 
American Flag ‘vessels could be 
put to better use by being used to 
build up the American Merchant 
Marine which hire American Sea- 
men at American wages and have 
their repair work done in American 
Shipyards by American workmen. 


Ham Dinner Dollar Is 
Planned by Machinists 
Auxiliary No. 97 


By LOIS L. GIRARD 

Press Correspondent Machinists 

Auxiliary 97 

Our business meeting was held 
August 2 with Vice-President Ethel 
Shaier presiding in the absence of 
our President Bea Bengson, who is | 
vacationing in the East. After the 
usual order of business the Ways 
and Means Committee, under the 
leadership of Sister Olive Harvey 
and her co-workers, planned a ham 
dinner with all the trimmings fol- 
lowed by whist party for $1 each; 
this affair will be sometime in Sep- 
tember, The date will be announced 
in this column later. Anyone that 
wishes to buy tickets before Sep- 
tember get‘in touch with Co-Chair- 
man Anna Nelson, who will gladly 
give you all the information. 

It is with profound regret I wish 
‘to report Sister Olive Harvey’s hus- 
band, Brother Tom, was seriously 
injured in an automobile accident 
several weeks ago and had both 
legs broken. He is now at home 
and it will be several weeks yet 
before he will be able to walk. 

One of our old members, Sister 
Agnes Hines, who is 86 years of 
age, is not expected to live. Sister 
Hines was very active in the Lodge 
years ago and became blind, and all 
who knew her loved her, 

Brother Ashley and Sister Lois 
McGraw are vacationing at Echo 
Lake. 

Brother Carl and Sister Anna 
Nelson are planning to go to Mon- 
tana on their vacation. 

It is with sincere pleasure I can 
announce that our Sister Naomi 
Vercelli is on the mend and doing 


fine. Sure happy to report that 
news, Naomi. Brother Louie Ver- 
celli, who recently underwent an 


operation, is also on the mend and 
hope now the Vercelli family stay 
well and no more sickness. 

Brother Dick Girard leaves Fri- 
day night for Reno for his vacation, 
and J, Lois, his “trusting wife,” will 
stay home and manage the apart- 
ment house and when my pappy re- 
turns from Reno then I will go and 
have a little fling at the “games of 
chance,” also visit friends, 

Well, sisters, our next meeting 
is August 16, but I will be in Reno 
then so have a good time and will 
be seeing you soon, 


BUS DRIVERS’ STRIKE ENDED 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (LPA)—AFL 
bus drivers ended a 20-day strike 
here after accepting a 5-cent-hourly 
pay boost. 


RENTALS 


If You Need a Rental— 
HOUSE, DUPLEX, FLAT 
or APARTMENT 


ASSOCIATED RENTALS 


Prices Range From 
$40 to $200 


Open Evenings Till 8:30 p.m. 
Sat. and Sun. Till 6 p.m, 
515 East 14th St. 


GL, 2-2880 


Complete 
Food 


Markets 


Brennan Tells of Men Who Made Long 


Fight to Get Work 


By RAY BRENNAN 
SHIPYARD LABORERS 886 


The news of July 26, relative to 
the assignment of five contracts to 
Bethlehem of San Francisco for the 
building of Mariner type vessels 
was the greatest news many of us 
have ever received. It meant suc- 
cess in our efforts to revive a West 
Coast shipbuilding industry against 
odds that at times assumed of 
awesome proportions. 


Remember when Harry Miller 
and others were getting people to 
sign cards asking Congress to do 
something about our neglected West 
Coast shipbuilding industry? Re- 
member when later you heard us 
talking of endorsements pouring 
into Washington from city councils 
and Boards of Supervisors all up 
and down the Pacific Coast? The 
bill itself, HR 4190 wasn’t reported 
out of committee but the record was 
made for future action and our 
committee from the Shipyard Labor- 
ers assisted in the compiling of this 
record. 

Ed Rowan was in Washington 
as the representative of the Boiler- 
makers International President—Ed 
paved the way on the Washington 
scene—he worked hard and well. 

Remember in November of 1949, 
Lou, I was appointed Secretary of 
the Pacific Coast Committee for 
Shipbuilding for National Defense? 
Tom Rotell was chairman, whatta 
guy Tom is, and under his inspired 
leadership the committee functioned 
without faltering during all suc- 
ceeding months. 


Remember in January of 1950, 
General Fleming came to San Fran- 
cisco to hold a Maritime Forum 
and how a committee from the Bay 
Cities Metal Trades Council won 
the plaudits of the Maritime Com- 
mission chairman? General Flem- 
ing never did know that the laborer 
who spoke for the committee at 
that meeting had drawn unemploy- 
ment insurance from the California 
Employment office in Richmond on 
the previous day. 

Having little money to work with 
and making our way in this world 
through other jobs, the work was 
done when and where the commit- 


TENTH 


ee verything Yen and 


For Bay. Shipyards 


tee could. Congressional Committee 
hearings provided a free source of 
information and they were read— 
page by page—many hundreds of 
Congressional records. were read 
(you know what they are). Many 
thousands of letters were written, 
some at 2, 3 or 4 a. m. That was 
how it had to be. Many telegrams 
were sent. Telephone calis were 
made in large numbers and return 
calls sometimes pulled some of us 
out of bed with startling news, 
making any further sleep impos- 
sible at least for that day. 


“OK” Mitchell, Secretary-Treas- 
urer of Local 886, was a bulwark 
to the whole effort. He paid long 
distance tolls, telegram costs, sup- 
plied a secretary when needed, 
Florence Harper, and did his ut- 
most to insure success for the pro- 
gram. Tom George, corresponding 
and recormding secretary, worked 
long and hard. Without them it 
would have been impossible. 


Most workers in the yards didn't 
believe success would even be ob- 
tained, Each succeeding defeat over 
the many months acted to their 
doubts—they constantly said so in 
many simple one-syllable words 
which left no doubt of their feel- 
ings. 


Al Wynn, secretary of the Bay 
Cities Metal Trades Council never 
lost the faith. He worked hand in 
glove with our committee as did 
many stalwarts of the council. Suc- 
cess should make them proud. 
Jack Shelley and John J, Allen, Jr. 
lived the fight on the Washington 
scene. My wife and two children, 
Michael 9% and Rodger 5% lived 
it too. They were in a celebrating 
mood when I returned from work 
the morning of July 26. 

Today, in contrast to 1949, we 
have a back log of work—$47,465,- 
000 of new work at Bethlehem alone 
with at least $27,000,000 to be paid in 
wages. It must be _ continued 
through additional efforts, lest we 
return to unemployment and hard- 
ships. 


Listen to the Voice of the “A. F. 
of L.” Monday through Friday, 10:15 
p.m., KFRC. 


boys Wear 


Washington at 10th Street 


DR. CAMPBELL HAS MOVED: 


/ 


HIS MAIN OAKLAND OFFICE TO 
1629 TELEGRAPH AVE. 


-——TAKE ELEVATOR 


f *~ DENTA 


L PLATES 


WITH 


Transparent Palate 


/ LOW PRICES 


4 2 Ask at the Oakland Office about 
“€@@ NO MONEY DOWN 


On approval of your credit—As long as 15 months to pay- 


DR. J. A. CAMPBELL, Dentist 


New Location: 1629 Telegraph Ave. 
—BRANCHES— 


EAST OAKLAND: 3334 E. 14th 


HAYWARD: 580 CASTRO 


RICHMOND: 915% MACDONALD AVE 


Designed for UNIONS... 
A NEW “WELFARE PACKAGE” 


offering Extensive Prepaid Health Benefits 
of California Physicians’ Service 


e Medical 

e Surgical 
e Hospital 
—PLUS 


* Group Life Insurance 
Group Accidental Death and 
Dismemberment Insurance 

¢ Group Disability Insurance 


Underwritten by 
West Coast Life Insurance Company 


ADAPTABLE TO SPECIFIC NEEDS . . . 


The broad, overall benefits of the “Welfare Package” 
can be tailored to meet the particular requirements of 


your Union. 


UNION OFFICIALS 


are invited to write or phone C. P. S. 
for full information. 


Caljomnia Physicians’ Service 
450 Mission Street, San Francisco 5 
337-17th Street, Oakland - + + « « - 


~ - 


SU 1-4633 
TW 3-8000 


- 


ee 


...NO BETTER GASOLINE... 
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East Bay Labor Journal, Friday, August 10, 1951 


lilinois Permits Co-op Health Plan = 


CHICAGO (AFL News)—The 1951 
Illinois legislature passed three bills 
which allow labor unions and other 
groups to set up their own clinics 
and hospitals in which group mem- 
bers may receive prepaid medical 
benefits. 


The new laws modify a 1945 
statute which made is practically 
impossible for a union to organize 
its own group medical care plan. 
Backed by the American Médical 
Association, the 1945 law was simi- 
lar to legislation made effective in 
many other states, 


Thomas J. Burke, president of a 
Chicago local of AFL janitors, was 
a leader in the movement for the 
new legislation. 

“Our work in this cause has just 
begun. Now we must make the 
voluntary health service plan a 
living, vital force for a happier, a 
healthier Illinois,” he said. 

“For the great number of people 
in the lower-middle and middle- 
income groups, proper medical care, 
and especially preventative medical 
attention, carries a forbidding price 
tag. 

“Few families of moderate means 
can stand the economic burden of 
sudden and prolonged illness. The 
great majority of our citizens and 
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NOW PLAYING 


Most exciting man hunt of all 
times .. . Makes one of most 


of suspense-filled pictures ever 
filmed ! ! 
“M" 


—Starring— 


David Wayne - Howard DaSilva 
Luther Adler 


2ND TOP FEATURE 


“EMERGENCY WEDDING” 


—Starring— 
Larry Parks and Barbara 
le 


ROXIE 


17). % TELEGRAPH-OAKLAND 


NOW PLAYING! 


"FRANCIS GOES TO 
THE RACES” 


—ALSO— 


“MY TRUE STORY” 


With 
WILLARD PARKER 
HELEN WALKER 
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FOR ALL YOUR 


OFFICE SUPPLIES AND 
EQUIPMENT 


Call TOM REESE 
(Member Salesmen Union 
Local 1597) 

Free Delivery Twice Daily 
BE RKELEY 7-4801 
HU MBOLDT 3-2561 


REESE STATIONERY 


Berkeley: Oakland: 
1636 University 4223 Telegraph 
Everything for the Office Since 1935 


AA 1622224444 604442444 
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PATRONIZE ONLY UNION 
BARBER SHOPS THAT DISPLAY 
THIS SIGN 


CLARENCE N. 


COOPE 


MORTUARY 


0) 
“Built by Personal 


Service” 
oo 


Main Office: 
FRUITVALE AVE. AT EAST 
SIXTEENTH STREET 
Telephone KE log 38-4114 


Elmhurst Chapel: 
EAST FOURTEENTH ST. AT 
EIGHTY-NINTH AVE. 
Telephone TR inidad 2-4343 


ed 1 
WELL TS WAN] 
e 
COMPLETE 
_ One-Stop 
SHOPPING 
FOOD 
Women’s children’s 
and Men’s Clothine 
Bedding, Houseware: 
Sundries 


Tobaccos, Candies 
and Liquors 
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selves in this situation.” 


In 1949, the Building Service Bm- 
ployes’ Joint Council, No. 1,, with 
which Mr. Burke’s local is affiliated, 
appointed a health and welfare come _§ 
mittee’ to develop health planning, a 


The committee found its own pro- 
posed medical service plan wag il- 
legal under the 1945 law. The coun- 
cil then took its fight to the Ile R 
nois State Federation of Labor, ; 
which backed the long battle for 
the new enabling legislation. 

Indorsement of the plan, in prin- 
ciple, was obtained from the Ilinoig ¢ 
State Medical Society, Mr. Burke iy 
said. 

The new laws provide for estab- 
lishment of health service plan core 
porations, not for profit, to offer 
: care to subscribers. Each 


most union members find theme — 


corporation shall be managed by 
seven or more trustees, of whom 
at least 30 per cent shall be licensed 
physicians. All trustees are elected 
by the subscribers. i 


Paul and Ruby Burnett 


NEW LUCKY’S 


Featuring Charcoal Broiled Steaks 
and Italian Dishes 


Fine Liquors 


2230 TELEGRAPH AVENUE 
OAKLAND 
Telephone Highgate 4-5708 


AMERIO DRUG CO. 


3 Locations to Serve You 


1961 San Pablo Avenue 
847 San Pablo Avenue, 
751 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerri 


WHEN YOU THINK OF 
FURNITURE 


CALL ON THE 


American Furniture Co. 


1103-1109 CLAY ST. OAKLAND 
GLencourt 1-8367 
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REDUCE FOOD COSTS 


SAVE UP TO 50% 

Buy Canned Goods at the Ware- 
house by the Case or Can 
Open Daily. 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
Closed Sundays 


CANNERS WAREHOUSE 
OUTLET 


N.E. Corner 8th and Castro Streets 


CLASSIFIED SECTION 


rin 
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS 


SS enorme STS) 
HAYWARD ENGINEERING AND 
IMPLEMENT Co. 

17 Jackson Street LU. 1-7847 
M.E. Rotary Tillers—Jacuzzi Pumps 
Massey-Harris Tractors 
Implements and Combines 


FLORISTS 


— ee ee 
Member of Gardeners, Florists and 
Nurserymen’s Union No. 1206 

ORAL DESIGNS and: ° 
se CUT FLOWERS 


McDONNELL BROS. 


FLORISTS 
6128 TELEGRAPH A 
At Claremont Avenue 
Phone OL YMPIC 2-5814 


\ “SAY IT WITH FLOWERS 


TONY ROSSI & SONS 


FLORIST : +: FUNERAL DESIGNS 
Member of Floral Telegraph Delivery 
EAST 14th STREET - AT 35th AVENUB 
Phone KEllog 4-2404 


OAKLAND FLORAL DEPOT 


Member of Gardeners, Florists f 
and Nurserymen's Local No. 1206 
928 WASHINGTON STREET 
OAKLAND 


Phone TE mplebar 2-0262 
KEYS AND LOCKS 
apie sacar 
KEY & LOCK SPECIALISTS 


Prompt Service for House Locksmithing 
Call TEmplebar 3-4049 
Rixon Floor Hinges, Steel Tapes, Ete. 
Changing and Cleaning Safe Locks 
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BONDED LOCKSMITH 
100 PER CENT UNION SHOP 
79 Fourteenth Street 
Between Clay and Jefferson 
Formerly at 1330 Washington Street 


Oakland 12, California - }. L. PEDRONI 
O”TOMETRISTS 


J. H. MacPHERSON & STAFF 
(Formerly FPF, W. Laufer, Inc.) 
Optometrists - Opticians 
1438 SAN PABLO AVENUE 
Phone Highgate 4-4010 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 


PRINTING 


GOLDEN GATE PRESS 
UNION PRINTERS 


Proprietors Aggregate Over 100 
Years’ Continuous Me Pp 


In Printing Cra2t Univus 


5700 SAN PABLO AVENUE 
Phone OL YMPIC 2-1160 


FUNERAL PARLORS 
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BERKELEY HILLS CHAPEL 
PAGE & OLDER 
1602 Shattuck Ave. 


AS. 3-2300 


CHAPEL of the 
OAKS 


3007 TELEGRAPH AVENUE 
TEmplebar 2-8100 


Frank J. Youell 
DIRECTOR 
Member of Painters’ Local 127 
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... AT ANY PRICE... ANYWHERE! 100% UNION 


| Dave Beck Preidecs Cais Farmer-Labor Conference 
Which Vitally Affects the State Fed and National AFL 
As It Involves the Flood of Illegal Mexican Wetbacks 


+ 


President Truman in signing the Mexican labor importations 
bill against which the AFL had protested called emphatic at- 
tention to the flood of wetbacks illegally entering this country. 

Both those Mexican nationals who are brought in under the 
law, and those socalled wetbacks who drift in illegally are used 
to break the strikes of AFL farm workers. 

The Associated Farmers and their allies keep up a constant 
stream propaganda about the supposed need for vast numbers 
of farm workers. Efforts of the AFL National Farm Labor 
Union to organize farm workers are viewed with abhorrence 
by the Associated Farmers. Similarly, the Associated Farmers 
are opposed to the organizing of milkers by the Teamsters. 

When the AFL Farm Labor Union and the AFL Teamsters 
struck the huge Di Giorgio farm, they found that this big cor- 
poration outfit did not hesitate to use every means to break the 
Strike. Milkers Local 304 of the Teamsters has long been 
engaged in a bitter struggle with dairy interests closely tied in 
with the Associated Farmers. 


AFL Farm Labor Union For Field 
Workers: Whole State AFL Helped 


Teamsters Win Battle for Canneries 

The biggest single weapon the Associated Farmers have is 
the flood of Mexican nationals, legal and illegal. 

The struggle affects every union of the AFL in the state. 
For the agricultural industry here is a gigantic one. The Com- 
mies long had control of practically all organizing work among 
the farm laborers. Finally the national CIO woke up to what 
was going on, expelled the Commie-led union which was tack- 
ling the farm organizing job. and since then the AFL with its 
non-Commie Farm Labor Union has had jurisdiction in a 
large part of the industry. 

The same Commie-led union which had been trying to or- 
ganize the farm laborers had made considerable headway in 
organizing the canneries in California. But after a long strug- 
gle, the Teamster-Warehousemen aided by all AFL unions 
overthrew the Commie-led union in the canneries, and the AFL 
Teamsters now have the jurisdiction in the canneries. 

In Alameda county, many labor men will remember how 
arduous was the struggle to oust the Commies from the can- 
neries, and will remember, too, the active assistance that they 
gave the Teamsters. 


Wetbacks Will Be Used to Break 
Cannery and Milkshed Unions, As 
Well As in Every Type of Trade 


The AFL throughout the state has given assistance to both 
the Farm Labor Union and the Teamsters in this prolonged 
struggle. Are we now to lose all the ground gained? Is Associ- 
ated Farmer manipulation of this flood of Mexican nationals 
destined to make fruitless all this devoted effort? 

These Mexican wetbacks are not only entering the agricul- 
tural field, they not only endanger AFL prestige and strength 
and service to workers in fields and canneries, but they are 
entering other trades. 

The Alameda Central Labor Council has received appeals 


Congressman Allen Votes to Cut Voice of 
America and to Gyp Acheson of His Salary 


Congressman John J. Allen, Jr., the Piedmont Republican who 
plays ball with the Dixiecrats, voted recently to cut down the 
appropriation for the Voice of America, this country’s radio 
weapon against world Communism. 

On top of that, Mr. Allen voted for the scandalous proposal 
eieeongressman John Phillips ee ——_—__—_____——— 
of Banning, a spokesman for 
the Associated Farmers, to cheat 


depths of partisanship some of 
these GOP-Dixiecrats have fallen! 


Secretary of State Acheson out of 
his salary. 

These two votes of Allen are par- 
ticularly disgraceful. The anti-Ache- 
son petty scheme was beaten heav- 
ily, because many anti-Acheson Re- 
publicans voted against it, They 
realized, what apparently Mr. Allen 
lacks the capacity to realize, that 
a vote against the petty scheme was 
a vote for political decency. 


Mr. Allen, on the other hand, in 
trying to explain his vote, says: 
that “a vote against the amendment 
implied a vote of confidence in 
Mr. Acheson.” 


Presumably, if a bill were intro- 
duced to boil the distinguished 
Secretary of State in oil and throw 
his body to the wolves, Mr. Allen 
would vote for the measure, on the 
ground that to vote against it “im- 
plied a vote of confidence in Mr. 
Acheson.” 

Mr. Allen commenting on his 
vote to cut the appropriation for 
the anti-Commuinst Voice of Amer- 
ica says the Voice isn’t much good 
as “a changing and inconsistent 
foreign policy is difficult for the 
Voice to explain,’ and that later, 
when problems it now faces are 
disposed of, “its activity should be 
increased.” 

In other words, if and when a 
liberal Democratic Administration 
is ousted, Mr. Allen will consider 
effectively helping his country 
against the Communists through 
the Voice of America. To what low 


They’re willing to discredit in the 
eyes of the world the Voice of 
America and the Secretary of State 
whom Communists the world over 
hate, in order to carry out their 
piffling partisanship. 

As Elmer Davis said in a recent 
broadcast, some of these moves are 
on the level of statesmanship of 
small boys writing dirty words on 
the sidewalk! 

Following is Mr. Allen’s Letter to 
Constituents under date of July 30, 
in which, as usual, we have set in 
boldface the passages referred to in 
our comment 

xk *&k * 


MR. ALLEN’S LETTER 


Dear Constituent: 

The House worked hard. There 
was pressure for final action on im- 
portant measures, 

Most of the week was spent on 
the Appropriation Bill for the De- 
partment of State, Justice and 
Commerce and for the Judiciary. 
Provision had been made for $231,- 
000,000 for the State Department 
($43,000,000 less than 1951); $182,- 
000,000 for Justice (up $23,000,000); 
$613,000,000 for Commerce (down 
$100,000,000); and $26,000,000 for the 
Judiciary, making a total appropria- 
tion of $1,51,715,115. 

Usually there is little controversy 
on this bill. This year was an ex- 
ception. An amendment was offered 
to reduce the Voice of America ap- 
propriation from $85,000,000 to $70,- 
000,000. The committee had already 
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from the San Diego County Labor Council to assist in prevent- 
ing the wetbacks from spreading into all sorts of trades. 

It is obvious that if the thing keeps up, the wetbacks will 
spread into the canneries and into the milksheds where the 
Teamsters with the assistance of the AFL. of the entire state 
have won jurisdiction. These wetbacks will be used to break 
legitimate unions, giving the ousted-as-Red Food and Tobacco 
Union a comeback chance to sabotage the AFL Farm Labor 
Union and the AFL Teamster Milkers and Milk Drivers. 

But according to the appeals received here from counties 
closer to Mexico, they are spreading into trades not connected 
at all with agriculture. So the problem affects us all, in all 
trades. 


Dave Beck Proposes Conferences 
With Farmers; They Are Needed; 
The Entire AFL Is Interested 


Executive Vice-President Dave Beck of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters has proposed conferences with 
farmers. 


We heartily agree with his proposal that conferences should 
be held with farmers. 

Such conferences are among many that need to be held to 
solve this problem of the relation of agricultural labor to non- 
farm labor. A three-column picture published on this page, and 
supplied us by the AFL News Service, illustrates one type of 
conference that was recently held. This conference was. be- 
tween AFL representatives and representatives of the national 
Mexican labor movement. 

For it is not merely unions in California, and unions directly 
connected with agriculture, which are interested in this problem, 
but the entire AFL is interested, as the holding of this con- 
ference between AFL officials and Mexican labor union offi- 
cials shows, and as the repeated appeals to the president and 


Congress of the United States by AFL President Green have 
shown. 


Accordingly, we feel that conferences with farmers proposed 
by Dave Beck should be attended by representatives of the 
California State Federation of Labor, and representatives of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


‘Washington Teamster’ Explains 
Background of Proposal by Beck 


For Conferences With Farmers 

Beck's proposal to hold conferences with farmers about the 
labor situation was published in the Washington Teamster. 

Beck is quoted in the columns of the Washington Teamster 
of June 22 as having wired to State Senator Ben Hulse of Im- 
perial county during the recent session of the California Legis- 
lature and during the AFL Farm Labor Union lettuce strike 
in Imperial Valley: 


“Teamster officials in Imperial Valley are operating under 
my orders to observe contracts and all products harvested will 
be transported to market and processed regardless of any labor 
interference or other alibis which would attempt to enlist un- 
authorized Teamsters support and cause breach of contract.” 


reduced it from $115,000,000 to $85,- 
000,000. No one seems satisfied that 
the program is effective. A variety 
of reasons were assigned. The head 
of the Agency is considered to be an 
able and experienced man doing as 
well as circumstances will permit. 
Other governmental agencies, such 
as ECA, occupation governments, 
etc., have competing publicity and 
propaganda programs not always 
consistent with the Voice of America. 
A changing and inconsistent foreign 
policy is difficult for the Voice to 
explain. Possibly the Voice talks 
too much of America and not 
enough about those who are sup- 
posed to listen. I voted for the re- 
duction. It lost 131 to 167. I would 
like to support an effective Voice of 
America. I doubt that the existing 
agency will use its money effec- 
tively until some of the problems 
mentioned have been solved. Then 
its activity should be increased. 


An amendment provided that no 
funds appropriated might be paid 
to a department head who had rep- 
resented a foreign country in its 
dealings with the United States. It 
was aimed at Dean Acheson. In the 
lengthy discussion which followed 
only two or three acclaimed Mr. 
Acheson as a desirable Secretary. 
The others urged that we were dis- 
cussing a bill of attainder which 
would be ‘unconstitutional or that 
we should try impeachment which 
would be a direct approach. The 
amendment was defeated 81 to 171. 
I voted for it. As a matter of policy 
I would have preferred to leave the 
responsibility for keeping or dis- 


BAKERS, CONFECTIONERS 
Peter Paul, Inc., 1001 8ist Ave. 
Hoffman Candy Co., Los Angeles, 


charging Mr. Acheson to the Execu- Calif. 
tive Department. President Truman Soares and Victorino, Lathrop 
is responsible for his actions and DAIRIES 


appointment and is in turn respon- 
sible to the people of the nation 
who elected him. However, a vote 
against the amendment implied a 
vote of confidence to Mr. Acheson. 
I have stated often that I thought 
he had lost the confidence of the 
nation and should be replaced. I 
still think so. 


We passed a Resolution to termi- 
nate the state of war with Germany. 
The occupation government is per- 
mitted to continue with occupation 
troops. Our action takes the biddle 
ground of restoring rights to the 
German people without leaving 
them temporarily at the mercy of 
Russia. 

A House committee tabled the bill 
to authorize the St. Lawrence Sea- 
way. Few people realize that it 
would be deep enough to carry only 


El Solyo Ranch, Vernalis 
M. R. Furtado, Tracy 
Norval Knutsen, Hughson 
Alves and Son, Cressey 
John Viera, Livingston 
Ulm Bros., Modesto 
George Clever, Tracy 
Max Foster, Modesto 
Presnell Dairy, Modesto 
Leo P. Hedegard, Modesto 
U. J. Reeves, Tracy 
M. A. Des Jardinz, Modesto 
Henry Ielmerini, Petaluma 
J. Ielmerini, Marin 
W. Scott, Marin 
Delcini, Marin 
DRUG STORES 
Stier Drug Co., 

3407 Lakeshore, Oakland 
LOCKSMITHS 
All locksmiths in the East Bay 

Area not displaying the union 


hop card. 

10 per cent of the American flag Ls 

shipping. The Senate passed the EURINTING- NEWSPAPERS 
Conference Report on the control Time 


bill. One appropriation bill is in a 
House committee. Three have passed 
the House and four have gone to 
the Senate. 


Yeoman 2nd Class Abernathy, and 
Mr. and Mrs. James F, Arnold of 
Berkeley called in. Howard Josephs 
of the Small Business Division of 
Army Ordnance at the Oakland 
base was here on business. Joseph 
Massucco brought in a letter from 


Saturday Evening Post 

Ladies’ Home Journal 

Country Gentleman 

STORES 

Clinnick Appliance Co., Fruitvale 
and MacArthur, Oakland 

Vine Pastry Shop, 2114 Vine St., 
Berkeley 

APARTMENT HOUSES 

Graystone Apartments, 26 Lenox 


Avenue 
Seth MacBeth. Anxiously awaited SIGN AND SHOW CARD 
visitors are daughter Sue and ‘\CONTRACTORS 
Carol’s mother who should arrive Herb Hobson Company, 
tomorrow. 


3113 Dwight Way, Berkeley 
East Bay Sign Company, 
2645 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley 
RESTAURANTS 
White Log Taverns 
BARBER SHOPS 
All Barber Shops which fail to 
display Union Card, 


Action seems to be speeding up on 
the appropriation bills, the foreign 
aid and the control bill. Possibly 
August 20 will see the House recess 
for a month or so. Possibly I will 
get home—I hope. Regards, 

JOHN J. ALLEN, JR. 


WE DON'T PATRONIZE | 


The following persons and firms, after'a thorough exam- | 
ination into the causes at issue, have been deemed unworthy of 
the patronage of members of organized labor and their friends: 


In the same issue of the Washington Teamster it is stated 
that this telegram and the action of the Teamsters in the Im- 
perial Valley served to allay the fears of organized labor felt 
in the California Legislature, and thus staved off the passage 
of anti-labor legislation, including the proposed revival of the 
Hot Cargo Act. 

The Washington Teamster in its issue of July 6 published 
an editorial entitled “When a Policy Pays Off,” commenting 
on the failure of anti-labor legislation to pass. That editorial 
stated: 

“Time and again we have been asked to violate agreements, 
but have always refused to do so. We have so firmly established 
that policy in the Northwest that it is no longer questioned. In 
California, however, where the anti-union forces are well or- 
ganized and heavily financed, it has taken time for the facts 
about the stability and reliability of the Teamsters to become 
generally known. The California Legislature was about to pass 
some rough anti-labor laws when the Teamster representation 
brought the recotd and determined policy of their organization 
to the attention of the solons. The bills were postponed and 
then permitted to die. Meetings have been arranged between 


representatives of contending forces and much good is expected 
of them.” 


Associated Farmers Will Be at 


Such Meetings: Haggerty, Scully 
Will Be needed There for Labor 


As stated earlier in this editorial, we heartily endorse meet- 
ings between contending forces to solve this problem. Meet- 
ings between contending forces will of course bring the As- 
sociated Farmers into the picture at once. They are not going 
to stay away from any such meetings, nor would agreements 
between labor anions and farmers be of any force unless the 
Associated Farmers sat in, since they dominate farm labor 
relations in California from the farm owners’ side. 

Moreover, the Associated Farmers, as all informed labor 
unionists know, are closely connected with the big employers 
and financial institutions in the cities. So when the Associated 
Farmers sit down to deal with laor organizations, all the big 
interests of the state on the employers’ side aré represented. 

Accordingly in meetings of this sort, where every big employ- 
ing interest in the state is represented, every union in the State 
Federation of Labor will wish to have representation. 

Naturally the Cannery Workers and the Milkers, affiliated 
with the Teamsters, will wish to have representation. But not 
only these unions, but all the others in the AFL in the state, as 
we have stressed throughout, are interested. 

Whoever else is present for ‘labor, certainly C. J. Haggerty 
and Charles P. Scully of the State Federation of Labor are 
greatly needed at such meetings with Associated Farmers. 

In the recent session of the Legislature, and in previous ses- 
sions, Haggerty and Scully have watched every move and 
maneuver of the Associated Farmers lobby at Sacramento, and 
with great skill and energy have blocked many of them. 

Also, Haggerty and Scully are thoroughly familiar with the 
long struggle of the entire AFL in the state to get the Teamsters’ 


international representative United Brotherhood of Carpenters; Rafael 
Confederacion de Compesinos y Obreros Mexicanos (COCM). 


WOMEN 


in This World 


| By EDITH McCONN 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Mr. Mario Pedrosi, Valley Food 
Center, 1371 West First Street, 
Livermore. 

Mr. Otis W. Stillwell, General 
Contractor, 6156 Baker Street, 
Oakland. 

Mr. Charles Conkel, Specialty 
Contractor (Sprinkler Systems, 
etc.), 1624 West Fourth street, 
Livermore, Calif. 

Oakland Roofing Company, 4114, 
Linden street, Oakland, Calif. 

Mr. Lorne Merritt, General Con- 
tractor, 1910 170th avenue, 
Hayward, 


Mr. F. Geo. H. Stanley, Contrac- 
tor, 2537 Ritchie Street, Oak- 
land. 


Mr. O. L. Davis, General Contrac- 
tor, 1017 Morva drive, Hayward 

Mr. Charles Bovard, General 
Contractor, 887 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore, Calif. 

I. Magnin Co. 

E. I. DuPont de Nemours, Paint 
Manufacturing Co., South San 
Francisco , 

Hotel Menlo. 138th and Webster 
Streets, Oakland 

Sealy Mattress Co., 6699 San 
Pablo Avenue. 

West Coast Macaroni Manufac- 
turing Co., 1250 57th Avenue, 


MONEY ISN’T EVERYTHING to 
the teacher, according to Lionel de 
Silva, of the California Teachers 
Association, who recently drew up 
a 12-point program which he be- 
lieved, if carried out, would attract 
and hold desirable teachers. 


Salary is important, to be sure, 
and one point in this program is 
provision for salary comparable to 
that paid other college graduates in 
other work, together with advances 
in pay and adequate pension and 
retirement systems. . 

Security, in position is as import- 
ant to teachers as to anyone, this 
program asks that there be no dis- 
missals except for specified cause. 


One most important item is 
freedom to live a personal life. In 
times not long past “Teacher” was 
spied upon by all the eagle eyes in 
the community. If she smoked, or 
stepped out of line in anyway, even 
though she was doing only what 
many other respectable women in 
the community did, her goose was 
cooked, 


A cooperative school administra- 
tion is another item asked in this 
program, and not least, a sense of 
professional worth and dignity. 


Many people love teaching. All 
Oakland 

we have to do to get lots of good 
ee 476 Ninth Street,| teachers is to make job conditions 


attractive to them. 

«All good union people know what 
that means. All good union people, 
therefore, should never let their 
interest lag in our public schools, 
the most important part of which 
is our teaching Staff. 


All Scale Companies not display- 
ing the Union Shop Card 
Electric Refrigeration Service 
Co., 5921 Grove Street, Oakland 
Rio Theater, Park Street, Ala- 
meda 
Times Theater, Webster Street, 
Alameda, Calif. 
». Stanley W. Taylor, 1200 Bancroft 
Avenue, San Leandro, Calif. 
Western Interiors Blind Co., 3000 
Willow Road, San Pablo, Calif. 
E. A. Ferracone, Exterior Deco- 
rator, 3993 Altamont Avenue, 
Oakland. 


“HOW DRY I AM” 


Two cannibals met in angasylum. 
One was tearing out pictures of 
men, women and children in a 
magazine, and eating them. 

“Tell me,” said the other, “is that 
dehydrated stuff any good?” 


ON BE SL At I TE I a I a 


Cannery Workers and Milkers established, and with the fight 
to get the AFL Farm Labor Union established. Haggerty and 
Scully assisted the AFL Farm Labor Union and the AFL Team- 
sters in the big Di Giorgio strike. 

Thus for many reasons it is natural that all elements in labor 
will wish to have Haggerty and Scully at conferences with the 
big farm interests which Beck proposes. ; 


Labor, Heavily Salestaxed, Pays 
Large Part of Bill for Taking 


Care of Farm Wetbacks in Winter 


Another reason why Haggerty and Scully are needed at such 
conferences with the big farm interests as Beck proposes is 
that as representatives at Sacramento of the entire AFL move- 
ment in the state they are familiar with the tax burden thrown 
on labor by the use of Mexican nationals in California . 

It has long been known that the Associated Farmers get great 
numbers of Mexican nationals imported so that they will have 
cheap labor on the farms, and a reservoir of such labor to draw 
on to break strikes of the Teamsters, the AFL Farm Labor 
Union, and other unions. . 

Then when winter comes and the harvest is over, thousands 
upon thousands of the wetbacks, along with any other surplus 
labor that the Associated Farmers have got into the state, 
have to be supported by the taxpayers of the state. The counties 
dump the problem onto the state, and don't forget that a very 
large share of the state’s income pours in from the almost in- 
numerable pennies paid by the labor people as the sales tax. 

So it is not only directly as labor union members that we of 
labor are interested in this problem, but it is as taxpayers. 

Naturally, therefore, labor people of California will wish to 
have at any conferences with big farm interests on the labor 
situation men like Haggerty and Scully, who attend to our 
interests at Sacramento, and who have done so faithfully for 
years. 


Top AFL Officers Are Concerned 
With Problem: Headlines in N. Y. 
Times Give Clue to the Reasons 


Certainly there is ample reason for the American Federation 
of Labor as such, representing all the AFL unions in the coun- 
try, to be well represented at such conferences with big farm 
interests as Beck proposes. 

We have already called the reader's attention to the three- 
column picture sent us by the AFL News Service showing the 
conference between AFL leaders and leaders of Mexican na- 
tional unions. 

In addition, we now call the reader's attention to a reprint on 
this page of an editorial entitled ““Wetback Slave Labor,” which 
originally appeared in East Bay Labor Journal on May 4 of 
this year. 

In that editorial are quoted headlines from the New York 
Times which appeared over a series of articles on the wetback 
problem. Those headlines do much to indicate why the top 
officers of the AFL were so deeply concerned with this problem, 
and why East Bay Labor Journal is similarly concerned. 


EDITORIAL ON WETBACKS—The reprinted editorial under 
this was originally published in East Bay Labor Journal on May 4 
of this year. Attention to its current significance is called in the 
final paragraphs’ of the 8-column editorial above. 


WETBACK SLAVE LABOR 


The AFL has been insisting for a long time that the wetback 
problem, that of great numbers of illegal immigrants from Mex- 
ico, is a very serious one. 

The Associated Farmers and their various fronts in this state 


and in other southwestern states have been trying to minimize 
the problem. 


Now let the Associated Farmers and their ilk turn their big 
propaganda guns on the New York Times. For that newspaper, 
which is certainly not passionately pro-labor in its editorial 
policy, recently published a series of five articles on the wetback 
problem. 

The articles, by Gladwin Hill, the New York Times corre- 
spondent in Los Angeles, confirm everything the AFL has been 
saying. In fact, if you simply read the headlines in the articles 
as they appeared in the five successive issues, March 25-29, in- 
clusive, you will be reading what is in effect as fine an editorial 
on the situation as could be conceived. 


—_——_— 


Here are the headlines which the New York Times published 
over the five articles, with a paragraph given by us to the head- 
lines for each of the issues: 

MILLION A YEAR FLEE MEXICO ONLY TO FIND 
PEONAGE HERE: Illegal Migration Across 1600-Mile Border 
ny pease: Slave Labor Depresses Latin and American Levels 

ike. 

PEONS NET FARMER A FABULOUS PROFIT: Illegal 
Migrants From Mexico Working Rich Soil of West a Bonanza 
to Exploiters; Pay 15 to 25 Cents a Day; And Many Receive 
Food Alone, While Shelter Is a Hut, or the Stars. 

PEONS IN THE WEST LOWERING CULTURE: Illegal 
Migrants from Mexico Form Vast Unassimilable Block of Pop- 
ulation; All Standards Decline; Health, Education, Democracy 
in Areas Wetbacks Work Are Deplorable. 

SOUTHWEST WINKS AT WETBACK USE: Ethics Cast 
Aside as Growers Accept Peonage Idea and Bridle at Interfer- 
ence; Federal Sanction Noted; Border Patrol Officers Report 
Pressures From Washington to “Go Easy” in Raids. 

INTERESTS CONFLICT ON WETBACK CURE: Even 
Border Police Disagree on Measures to Stem Flood of Mexican 
Laborers; Nations’ Pact in Dispute; Unions See a Move to Cut 
Pay by Farmers, Who Oppose U. S. Rule on Contracts. 


——— 


Later, in a dispatch from Washington dated April 7, Louis 
Stark, the New York Times ace labor reporter, led off on page 
one with this: 

“The President's Commission on Migratory Labor reported 
today that industrialization of agriculture had brought with it 
all the social evils that accompanied. the earlier industrial 
revolution.” 

That is the basic fact which the Associated Farmers—to their 
own immediate financial profit—never admit. But the President 
has received the report, has commended it, and ultimately a ma- 
jority in Congress will preceive its truth. 


ECONOMY, _BUT— 
requesting reductions in specific 
items of the budget?” 

Lawton said, “I do not recall hav- 


CONGRESSMEN TALK 


League Reporter 
The Byrds, Brickers, Martins and 
other “economy” boys like to talk 


loudly about cutting the #ederal 
budget. Such talk sounds good in a 
political speech or in a letter to a 
voter back home., 

But recently Budget Director 
Frederick Lawton, appearing be- 
fore the House Ways and Means 
Committee, was asked: 

“Mr. Director, how many letters 
do you have from members of the 
House or the other body (Senate) 


ine any.” 

Then someone else asked, “How 
many letters do you have from 
members of the House or of the 
other body requesting increases in 
the budget estimate ” 

Lawton answered, “Well, on the 
last count it was about 200.” 

Ways and Means Committeeman 
Hale Boggs (D., La.) told the House 
about it recently. 


& 


